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Pursuit of Balance

Harshil Makin anafyses the parsdio: of bolistic eddcation in Selool.
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wealth or posifon,™ - Arthur Foot

The Doon
holiste education in its aristocracy
of service, for the ereation of
well-rounded  individuals in an
environment where smudents coukd
thrive as & community,

This is whar this quote inplies:
Dioon aspires to be a microcosm of
the world outside, aspiring o provide
sociery with these ideal people,
imbued with the quintessential traits
indispensible for the ‘perfect’ wordd.
And this is possible only because of
the holistic education provided here,

As an § Former, | have seen and
heard enough about School. In a
remarkably brief perod of time, [
have witnessed several fundamental
and substantive changes in School,
some of which arc vet o be fully
comprehended by most in our
batch, 1 bave seen Schoal trying to
inculeate in us an appreciation of
thi ideas related o this ‘holistic”
education. But have we really

imhibed this education w become
“members of an afstocmo™

the
that School sees wa sxd

This institution, as time has
progressed, hos somewhat digressed
Froem what &t infdally offered to it
members. School has been stuck
berween providing o holistic
edusation relevant in wday’s world,
inclusive of all the necessary 21st
eemury skills and providing Doscos

School aims  for
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umh the traditional practices that
have continued since the dawn of
School, from all the Inter-Houses
and society mectings to the 5TAs
and social service, and everything
in between. In is quest to provide
cvervihing, School has evennully
ghven so much opporunity  for
explomtion that students, sambling
overthemselves, end up bombarding
their schedules with endless cvents,
all at the same time, and somewhere
in the process eroding the very idea
of ‘Holistic Development’,

The furry of activites happening
simultancously and ar breakneck
speed his resulted in proggy faces
with dark eircles making their way o
the academic blocks with the hope
of gaining knowledge and turning
intoeducated men. But the relentless
pace of events and sctivites leave
their minds so unbelicvably blank
that even ‘ToK classes canno
invigorate them, cxcite them or
wake them up from their eternal
slumbser. 5o, the drooling frces leave
their classes just as they had entered,
Asx long 25 we do not re-cvaluate and
redefine holistic education in the
light of the changed educational
lanadscape of our times, this scene
will comtinue to unfold within the
Main Building throwgh the rerm and
the rerms ahead,

In the educational realm of Doon,
students fnvariably find themselves
embarking on a journcy teweard
holistic development, whesher by
choice or because of the nudges
of the instimtion’s ethos. However,

tha: ;ul.lm:y ofu:n m-cmblu an
intricately-woven  obstacle coume,
where a multirade of engagements
comverge  to shape  individwals
comprechensively, Inver-House
events such as hockey or play unfold
in tandem, followed closely by the
rhythmic melodics of the band
and the gmceful movements of
dance performances. Making this
blend more complicared to navigate
are  Inter-School  competitions,
with occasional  social service
opportunites, while having o mect
the demands of a dgorous rcademic
schedule,

The point at which Doscos aim
fior holistic growth is also when they
have to simultneously engage in all
these activitics in Doon They arg
bound to be mired when they have
to actively partcipare in' all evens
conceming activities, academics and
Sports.

However, it is realistically not
possible for an individual smdent
w do them all Consequenty, a
dilemma  adses where  students
have to dther forgo cerain aspecrs
of Schools holistc educaton or
spread themselves too thin, vnable
to devote their full effore 1o any one
pursuit. This dichotomy undermines
the Schools mission of nurtring
well-rounded individuals, as students
may graduate without mastering any
particular discipline. In fiiling to
fully commit, School nsks falling
shore of is mandare w prepare
students for the complexities of the
(Continued an Page 3)
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world beyond its gates.
Whetherit be School or its students,
gither way, the future of both is
in the hands of this precirious
schedule, the single document that
can decide whether or not a person
receives the holistie education they
entered this school for. Choice
cxists, and a pemson can master a

thing or two, but then that defeats
the purpose of holiste education,
On the other hand, even if 2 way
achicve this is found, a Deseo may
even be ostracised in their House for
not participating in activitics that a
Dosen should ‘typically’ partcipate
in. He is taken as a slack for not
being ‘committed enough' o his
Hoose. With obstacles looming
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from every direction, the necessity
evident. Change becomies
imperative. As a student, my role is
limited to providing observations
and opinions on the current state of
affairs, while fervently hoping for
POSItive OUTCOMmes,
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